V10236 Long-case clock
1700-1715

h 261.5, w 50, d 25.5

Signed on cartouche 'FROMANTEEL & CLARKE'

By Fromanteel & Clarke, Amsterdam

Other clocks from the same makers suggest that this is a fairly early example. The case is still simple, while the dial is rectangular with no moon phase indication. The only ornaments are  on the top of the case and the corners of the dial. Later clocks by Fromenteel & Clarke are more elaborate than this example.
The oak case is veneered and has marquetry with colours on the door. The pendulum can be seen through the oval window in the door. Placed on top are wooden gold-painted cherubims and an atlas figure.

Mounted on the brass dial plate a silvered brass dial ring with brass ornaments surrounding it. The dial has a central hour hand (I-XII, divided in 24 parts indicating hours and half hours) and a minute hand (5-60, divided in 60 parts). One subsidiary silvered brass ring inside the central ring above the centre indicates the seconds (5-60, divided in 60 parts). Just below the cartouche with the maker's name an aperture for the date is unused, likewise the aperture (No strike-Strike) just above the dial ring. The alarm can be set by a small dial (1-12) in the centre, which is indicated by the back side of the minute hand.

The weight-driven movement has going (four wheels) and striking (five wheels) trains driven by two separate barrels. Duration is one day and striking occurs every half hour. The seconds pendulum drives a recoil anchor escapement after Graham. A separate weight-driven alarm work is missing the two small weights. 

Fromanteel, Ahasuerus Sr
Ahasuerus Fromanteel (1607-1693), the son of Mordochaeus (Murdoch) Fromanteel, a chair maker from Flemish descent, was born in Norwich. In 1629 Fromanteel went to London after seven years' apprenticeship in Norwich. His clockmaker's firm was situated at Mosses Alley, Southwark. In 1630 Fromanteel joined the Blacksmiths' Company and after the formation of the Clockmakers' Company in 1631 he joined that Company in 1632. In 1654 Fromanteel's daughter married the clockmaker Thomas Loomes and Fromanteel started a partnership with Loomes, which resulted in an additional clockmaker's shop at the Mermaid in Lothbury. In 1656 Fromanteel gained his freedom of the City of London, giving him more independence. After his son John worked with Salomon Coster in The Hague, the Fromanteels were the first to make pendulum clocks after the invention of Christiaan Huygens in 1658. It appears that from 1667 till 1676 Fromanteel spent most of his time on the continent, especially in Holland. In this period his sons John and Ahasuerus Jr continued his business in London. Maybe Fromanteel was preparing the opening of a shop on the continent, which his sons John and Ahasueres Jr eventually opened in Amsterdam in 1681. From 1680 on Fromanteel retired and let his son Abraham run the business in London.

Fromanteel, Ahasuerus Jr
Ahasuerus Fromanteel (1640-1703) was the son of the famous London clockmaker Ahasuerus Fromanteel Sr. Ahasueres Jr was apprenticed to Lionel Wyth in 1654, later to Simon Bertram and established himself in London. In 1663 he became free of the Clockmakers' Company and five years later took on as an apprentice George Johnson and in 1677 William Neighbour. In around 1681 he started a clockmaker's shop at the Vijgendam in Amsterdam with his brother John. His brother Abraham visited them frequently and maintained the contact between Amsterdam and London. In 1694 Fromanteel's daughter married the clockmaker Christopher Clarke. It is not clear if the firm came to be known as Fromanteel & Clarke from then on or only after the death of Ahasuerus, when the firm was continued by Clarke, probably still working together with Abraham Fromanteel. In 1722 Clarke found a new partner in Roger Dunster and the firm was renamed Clarke & Dunster.

Fromanteel, John

John Fromanteel (1638-c. 1690) was the son of the famous London clockmaker Ahasuerus Fromanteel Sr. After an apprenticeship with his father in 1651 Fromanteel worked for Salomon Coster for nine months from September 1657. A year later Fromanteel went back to London, where he and his father produced the first pendulum clocks in England. Fromanteel became a freeman in 1663 and after that took on four apprentices, one of them being his son Ahasuerus (the third) in 1679. In 1681 John returned to the Netherlands and settled with his brother Ahasuerus Jr as clockmaker at the Vijgendam in Amsterdam. John seemed to have travelled back to London frequently and this probably is the reason why nothing definite is known about his place and time of death
Clarke, Christopher (Christoffel)

Christopher Clarke (c.1668-1734) came from London. In 1694 this clockmaker lived in Amsterdam at the Vijgendam after marrying the daughter of the clockmaker Ahasuerus Fromanteel Jr. Clarke starts a partnership with Fromanteel, but it is not clear if the firm came to be known as Fromanteel & Clarke from then on or only after the death of Ahasuerus in 1703, when the firm was continued by Clarke, probably still working together with Ahasueres's brother, Abraham Fromanteel. In 1722 Clarke found a new partner in Roger Dunster and the firm was renamed in Clarke & Dunster. Clarke returned to England in 1730, where he died four years later. After Clarke's death Dunster continued the business under his own name.

Hans Hooijmaijers, July 2005
